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Press Release

The Purdue Latin and Ballroom Team will be hosting the 12th annual Purdue ballroom classic on Saturday November 7th, 2009. Over 400 collegiate competitors from universities/colleges around the Midwest, and over 1500 spectators from Purdue and the community will attend this event. It will be held from 8a.m.-midnight in the Purdue Memorial Union south ballroom. 

The competition includes events in American style Rhythm, American Smooth, International style Latin and International Standard (see program below for details of dances). The events are also divided into levels of dancing including bronze, silver, gold and open novice, pre-championship and championship. Bronze, silver and gold require the competitors to use dance steps within specific syllabi for that level, while the open levels allow choreographed routines with the only restriction being “no lifts allowed.” The event concludes with an intercollegiate Team Match, where four couples representing each team will compete in 4 different dances against the other teams and an overall trophy will be awarded to highest scoring team. We expect Purdue and Michigan University to be the contenders of this match. 

A “world-class” judging panel will adjudicate the competition. This year we have Artem Chigvinstev, who is an award winning ballroom dancer and internationally recognized Choreographer. He is well known for his staring roles in The O.C., Passions, VH1 Big in '05 Awards, Dirty Dancing (reality show) and as a finalist on So You Think You Can Dance. Bill Sparks was a world Professional Latin Finalist and United States Professional Latin champion for many years. He is now an internationally recognized judge for the National Dancesport Academy and artistic director of the Youth Ballroom Dancesport Academy in Columbus, Ohio. GERT and Kirsti Roslendar are from the Indianapolis Ballroom Company. They are United States Rising Star Standard Champions and Open Standard Grand Finalists as well as Estonian National Champions in International Standard. Gert is also one of the coaches the team. We also have Tommye Giacchino and Gregory Day who are World Theater Arts Champions with an impressive National repertoire of both theater and ballet experience. They are also the Creators of the Chicago Crystal Ball and founder of Chicago’s best dance schools, Chicago Dance. In addition, we also have a certified scrutinizer who is responsible for moderating the scoring of the events. 
Competitors are judged on a variety of criteria for each dance including posture, technique, expression, timing, showmanship, partnering skills and very specifically the portrayal of each dance. Depending on the number of entries for each event, several qualifying rounds (quarter final, semi-final etc) will be held. 
The Purdue Latin and Ballroom Team started in 1996, and has grown to be one of the largest collegiate Latin and Ballroom dance teams in the country. We have a record 140 plus members per semester and 6 hours of World Class coaching per week. We have several couples that hold national titles and as a team we are currently ranked second in the United States. 

Purdue Ballroom Classic 2009 

Program
Welcome Dance

November 6th (7p.m.-10p.m.) – Open to the public

Venue: Stewart Center, RM302/306
Purdue Ballroom Classic Competition
November 7th - Open to the public
Venue: Purdue Memorial Union, South Ballroom

Program
07:30am - American Smooth 

Dances include American style waltz, Tango, Foxtrot, Viennese Waltz 

10:00am - International Standard 

Dances include international style waltz, Tango, Foxtrot, Viennese    Waltz and Quickstep

12:45pm - Lunch (most often we don’t break for lunch)


1:30pm - American Rhythm 

Dances include Cha-Cha, Rumba, Swing, Bolero, Mambo


4:15pm - International Latin 

Dances include Cha-Cha, Rumba, Samba, Paso Doble, Jive


7:15pm - Dinner


8:15pm-Midnight - Fun Dances and Team Matches

Fun dances include West Cost Swing, Polka, Salsa, Lindy Hop, Hustle, Merengue, Argentine Tango, Jack and Jill Swing, Female Lead - Male Follow Cha Cha, Same Sex Rumba

championship Team match individual collegiate teams competing for the ultimate trophy

Questions: contact Rushika Perera, competition chair of the Purdue Ballroom Classic 2009 at compchair@purdueballroom.org or (949)-929-8749.
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